
MEDICINAL PLANTS 

The total geographical area of the state of Karnataka is 1,90,494 km 2 of which 38,284 km 2 is under forests. This includes 

evergreen, semi evergreen, moist deciduous, dry deciduous, scrub and thorny jungles. According to the report of the Botanical 
Survey of India 1984 there are 3924 species belonging to 1323 genera and 199 families in these forests, of which, 1493 species 

are of medicinal value. These belong to 808 genera and 108 families. They occur in different vegetation types across the Western 
Ghats . Systematic threat assessment exercise has brought 112 taxa into the Red listed category.   
Conservation of threatened medicinal plants requires species recovery programmes. In addition, if trade requirements are to be 
met on a sustainable basis, it is necessary to take steps to enhance production. At present 90 per cent of industrial requirement 
of plant material comes from forests.   The Karnataka Forest Department has initiated creation of several gardens of medicinal herbs, shrubs and trees associated with 
Ayurvedic and herbal system of medicine. These gardens serve as sources for seeds and plants for herbal cure. Many medicinal 

gardens viz; Triphala vana, Panchavati Vana, Panchapallya Vana, Ashoka Vana, Saraswatu Vana, Anti-Diabetics Vana, Krishna 
Vana, Pushpa Vana, Chyavana Vana, Ramchandra Vana, Kalpavriksha Vana, Dhanavanthri Vana etc. have been established.   
The Forest Department has taken up large-scale cultivation of medicinal plants under the centrally sponsored scheme-“Minor 
Forest Produce”. The total area covered is 4274 ha in the state.  

 In Karnataka with the help of Foundation for Revitalization of Local Health Traditions (FRLHT) Bangalore , 13 Medicinal Plant 
Conservation Areas (MPCA) were established from 1993 onwards.  

 Karnataka Forest Department has taken up a public awareness and dissemination of information programme “ Sasya Sanjeevini 

”. This was designed to convey the importance and usages of medicinal plants. The programme was broadcast on All India radio 
from November 1990 to January 1991. The research wing has taken up wide publicity and has also published a booklet “ Sasya 

Surabhi ”. Further the Department has brought out books on medicinal plants called “ Sacred Plants ” in English and “ Sasya 
Sanjeevini ” in Kannada. The books were released to the public in the year 1992. Another book on Red listed Medicinal plants of 

Karnataka and their distribution across forest types and their threat status was brought out by FRLHT in the year 2000.  
 

Location of Medicinal Plant Conservation Areas (MPCA) in Karnataka  

 Sl.No  Name of the MPCA  Height about MSL (m)  Forest type sub-group  

1  BRT Hills  790-1050  Southern dry mixed deciduous sorest  

2  Sandur  550-773  Southern dry mixed deciduous forest  

3  Savanadurga  800-970  Dry deciduous scrub  

4  Karpakapalli  600-750  Dry deciduous scrub  

5  Talacauvery  1000-1355  West coast semi-evergreen forest  

6  Subramanya temple  250-800  West coast semi evergreen forest  

7  Charmadi  300-1250  West coast semi evergreen forest  

8  Devimane  50-500  West coast semi evergreen forest  

9  Kudremukh  760-820  Southern hill top tropical evergreen forest  

10  Kemmangundi  1300-1700  Southern hill top tropical evergreen forest  

11  Devarayandurga  850-1040  Southern thorn forest  

12  Agumbe  600-700  West coast tropical evergreen forest  

13  Kollur  
 

West coast tropical evergreen forest  
 

 

 


